
REGULAR SESSION TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 18, 2012 

The Board of Huron County Commissioners met this date in Regular Session.  Roll being called found the 
following members present: Gary W. Bauer, Joe Hintz, Larry J. Silcox.    
 
Pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 305.14 the Record of the Proceedings of the September 14, 2012 
meeting(s) were presented to the Board.  Larry J. Silcox made the motion to waive the reading of the 
minutes of the September 14, 2012 meeting(s) and approve as presented.  Joe Hintz seconded the motion. 
Voting was as follows: 
 
       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 
       Aye – Joe Hintz 
       Aye – Larry J. Silcox 
 
12-246 
 

IN THE MATTER OF CERTIFYING CLAIMS SCHEDULES TO THE HURON COUNTY 

AUDITOR FOR PAYMENT: 

 

Larry J. Silcox moved the adoption of the following resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, as per Ohio Revised Code 305.10, a resolution must be made by the Board of Huron County 
Commissioners to accompany the Claims Schedule to the Huron County Auditor’s Office for payment;  
 now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Huron County Commissioners does hereby approve Claim 
Schedule C 12-36 authorize the Huron County Auditor to make the necessary warrants; and further  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 
Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 
to the public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 
 
Joe Hintz seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 
       Aye – Joe Hintz 
       Aye – Larry J. Silcox 
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IN THE MATTER OF APPROPRIATING FUNDS IN THE SENIOR SERVICES CENTER FUND 

# 189 

 
 Joe Hintz moved the following resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Huron County Commissioners being in receipt of an Amended Certificate of 
Estimated Resources for the Senior Services Center Fund # 189 in the amount of $21,000.00; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of this Board of Huron County Commissioners to appropriate these funds to 
the Senior Services Center fund #189; now therefore 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Huron County Commissioners hereby approves of the 
appropriation as follows: 

 

TO:           189-00260-189 Expenditures         $21,000.00              and further 
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BE IT RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution be sent to the Huron County Auditor and the 
departments requesting the appropriation; and further 

 

BE IT RESOLVED the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the Board 
of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio relating thereto were conducted in meetings open to the 
public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised 
Code. 
Larry J. Silcox seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 
       Aye – Joe Hintz 
       Aye – Larry J. Silcox 
 
12-248 
  

IN THE MATTER OF APPROPRIATING UNAPPROPRIATED FUNDS IN THE COMMUNITY 

CORRECTIONS FUND #112  

 
Larry J. Silcox moved the adoption of the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, there are unappropriated funds in the Community Corrections Fund #112 that need to be 
appropriated for expenses; now therefore 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Huron County Commissioners hereby approves of appropriating 
$7,524.65 of unappropriated funds as follows: 
 
TO: 112-00530-112 reimbursement  $7,524.65                                     and further 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 
Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio, relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 
to the public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 
 
Joe Hintz seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 
       Aye – Joe Hintz 
       Aye – Larry J. Silcox 
 
12-249 
  

IN THE MATTER OF APPROPRIATING UNAPPROPRIATED FUNDS IN THE TRANSFER 

STATION FUND #500  

 
Joe Hintz moved the adoption of the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, there are unappropriated funds in the Transfer Station Fund #500 that need to be 
appropriated for expenses; now therefore 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Huron County Commissioners hereby approves of appropriating 
$25,000.00 of unappropriated funds as follows: 
 
TO: 500-00280-501 contract service  $25,000.00                                     and further 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 
Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio, relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 
to the public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 
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Larry J. Silcox seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 
       Aye – Joe Hintz 
       Aye – Larry J. Silcox 
 

IN THE MATTER OF TRAVEL  
 

Joe Hintz moved to approve the following travel requests this day.  Larry J. Silcox seconded the motion. 
The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 

Aye – Gary W. Bauer 
       Aye – Joe Hintz 
       Aye –Larry J. Silcox 
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IN THE MATTER OF REQUEST FOR LEAVE 

Lon Burton/mechanic/sick/ 2:00 p.m. September 10, 2012 – 3:30 p.m. September 14, 2012/sick 
bereavement leave/7:00 a.m. – September 20, 2012 – 3:30 p.m. September 21, 2012. 

Sue Bommer/HR/LP/sick/1 hour/ flex 3 hours September 14, 2012. 

Vickie Ziemba/Commissioners/sick/2:45 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. September 20, 2012. 

Steve Minor/Buildings & Grounds/sick/10:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. September 11, 2012. 

Tim Bettac/Buildings & Grounds/personal time/4 hours/ flex 4 hours/September 14, 2012.  

 

At 9-30 a.m. Public Comment 
Discussion was had in regards to the airport farm leases with Dennis Sokol in particular the culvert that 
needs to go in for the 7.6 acres. Mr. Sokol stated that he had stopped and visited with the gentleman that 
has the farm just to the south of the 7.6 acre piece whose name is Tom Schaffer and he has 100 acres there. 
 At this time he told Mr. Sokol that he takes care of the 7.6 acres and Mr. Sokol further stated that in flying 
over it he has seen strips cut around the edges and through it so that is why he stopped to visit with him.  
He said that he has been taking care of it for the airport and has been mowing it.  Mr. Sokol stated that he 
did not know that and Mr. Schaffer stated that he also hunts on it and stated that in the past he has gotten a 
permit from someone and is going to further check to the files for such permit.  Mr. Sokol stated that if a 
farmer wants to lease this property he would like to work with Mr. Schaffer and make sure that there is not 
a problem in terms of a relationship.  If no one bids the property then we need to come up with a piece of 
paper that officially gives him permission to be there if that is ok.  Mr. Bauer stated that he has never heard 
anything in this regard but if he is cutting strips in there that is to manage it for hunting.  Mr. Schaffer also 
asked about trees and if they would want him to cut any trees down for them Mr. Sokol stated that it all 
depends on whether or not there are any bids on this property.  Mr. Hintz questioned a sentence in the 
letter that states that the board would pass a resolution approving the installation of a culvert.  Mr. Hintz 
asked what his thoughts are as to whom is paying for that.  Mr. Sokol stated that they have not got to that 
point yet and further stated that a year ago he received a call that the culvert that had been in there was all 
rusted out and there was a cut in on the far north end of the property.  Mr. Sokol gave permission to take 
this culvert out and then early this spring this came up again about the need to have a culver access and 
Carl Essex stated that he would look into that and that they could probably get a grant to pay for it and it 
won’t be a problem, but nothing ever came of this and so now the issue has come up again.  Further 
discussion was had in regards to the process to replace the culvert, what the cost will be and who is going 
to pay for it.  Mr. Sokol stated that he does not have an answer to that right now but it is something that 
you need to follow through with.  Mr. Silcox stated just for the record that there is an AG opinion that 
states that no public official should be talking with any perspective bidders about the particulars of the 
bids.  Mr. Sokol asked if he could discuss the possibility of no one bidding on that property that we would 
work on some kind of written agreement to give him legal access.  Mr. Silcox stated that he did not think 
that should be done until after we get the bids and no one bids on it because you are clearly preventing 
someone to bid because he may get a contract that no one else knows about and that would be a violation 
of what the AG has stated in his opinion about bidding.  Nothing should be said to anyone until the bids 
are in.   
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OTHER BUINESS 

Larry Silcox discussed the land evaluations for the airport and Mr. Bauer further discussed this topic in 
regards to other evaluations that he had received calls about.  Mr. Silcox stated that before the September 
25, 2012 Elected Officials and Department Heads meeting he feels that the board needs to talk about 
charge backs.  Ms. Nolan stated that Sue Bommer is scheduled today to discuss this issue.  Mr. Silcox 
stated that he spoke to Pete Welch this morning in regards to the building projects on the five year plan and 
he has two buildings finished but he spent some time yesterday working at the landfill.  He doesn’t have 
costs on these building yet but should have something for them by next week.  Mr. Hintz stated that there 
was a little incident at this building with the lawn mower breaking down here.  A tire was low and Mr. 
Hintz stated the he and Jeff Deeble fixed the tire but she just didn’t catch it right away and Mr. Deeble 
asked her if she drove on it and she said no.  
 
The board reviewed invitations to events that they would be attending.   
 
Mr. Bauer stated that he had received a call from Dave Jenkins inquiring about the property exchange with 
Mike Bick and he informed Mr. Jenkins that he had spoken with Mr. Bick and that he is waiting for Mr. 
Bick to get back with him on the proposal.  Mr. Bauer also stated that the park board would like to keep an 
area that was cleared for loading trucks cleared for a service area.  The board agreed.  Mr. Silcox stated 
that for the record that before he would commit to a culvert on State Route #601 he wants to know who is 
going to pay for it.  Mr. Bauer agreed.  Mr. Silcox further stated that he was not happy with the fact that 
ODOT contacted the Airport Board President to remove the culvert and not the landowners because the 
commissioners would have told them no to leave the culvert there and then ODOT would have replaced it, 
but now they removed with our permission and so they don’t have to put it back in.  Further discussion was 
had in regards to someone using the property for hunting without permission.  Mr. Silcox stated that this 
property needs to be posted no trespassing.   
 

At 9:51 a.m. the board recessed 
 

At 10:08 a.m. regular session resumed.  Sue Bommer, HR/LP/ came before the board to discuss the 
participation in the CCAO’s Group Retrospective rating program for Workers’ Compensation. Ms. 
Bommer explained the plan as being the same one that the board signed last year and that it is an annual 
thing.  Daivia Kasper, Assistant Prosecutor needs to review and approve to form.  Ms. Bommer stated that 
it was estimated that the 2013 premium is going to $262,363.00 and the good news is that the targeted 
refund is 20% which comes to $52,472.00 and the administrative fee for this is $3,730.00 which is 
invoiced by CCAO.  Ms. Bommer stated that she is asking that the board sign this agreement.  Mr. Silcox 
asked if it is the same as last year and asked if there were any changes.  Ms. Bommer stated that the only 
change would be in the projected premium and the projected rebate.  Mr. Silcox asked if the premium is up 
from this year.  Ms. Bommer stated that she did not look at that but would find out.  The board agreed that 
they would sign it after being approved by Ms. Kasper.    
Ms. Bommer also discussed the administrative services agreement with Medical Mutual Services in 
regards to the Summary of Benefits and Coverage (SBC) amendment.  We do not have to do anything right 
now until open enrollment other than sign this amendment to our plan agreement with Medical Mutual.   
The SBCs will have to go out with the open enrollment materials, or someone special enrolls, or new 
employee enrolls.  This can be done electronically but the paper version needs to be made available as 
well.   
 
12-250 

 

IN THE MATTER OF AMENDMENT TO ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES AGREEMENT 

WITH MEDICAL MUTUAL SERVICES 
 
Joe Hintz moved the adoption of the following resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, the federal government requires all health insurers and group health plan sponsors to provide 
a Summary of Benefits and Coverage (SBC) to plan participants at certain times beginning September 23, 
2012;                                                                                                                                              and 
 

WHEREAS, Medical Mutual as Huron County’s health plan administrator, is prepared to provide an SBC 
for each medical plan they administer for the county per the attached amendment;                     and 
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WHEREAS, this amendment modifies the Administrative Services Agreement (contract) in accordance 
with the section of the Contract entitled, “Amendments”;                                                                               
             and  

WHEREAS, except as specifically modified herein, all other terms and conditions of the Contract remain  
unchanged;                                                                                                                           now therefore 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Huron County Commissioners approves the amendment to the 
administrative services agreement as attached hereto and incorporated herein;                                              and further 
   

BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 
Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio, relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 
to the public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 
 
Larry J. Silcox seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 
       Aye – Joe Hintz 
       Aye – Larry J. Silcox 
 
* Agreement on file. 

 

Further discussion was had in regards to the BWC charge back topic.  Mr. Bauer asked that it be clarified 
that all departments other than the general fund is already on charge back.  Ms. Bommer stated yes and has 
been for years.  This is just on payroll being charged for claims is the very new part for everyone on this 
charge back system and right now it is strictly on payroll and it is only for non general fund.  Now what we 
are proposing to do is base it on payroll and experience and includes general fund offices in that.  Mr. 
Bauer stated now if we go to charge back on general fund then it basically is going to come down to the 
sheriff’s department.  Ms. Bommer stated that she is not recommending 100% payroll the first year and in 
fact she would recommend to transition it in to get them used to doing the charge back for the payroll part 
of it initially and put that money in those dormant account lines and then the next year gradually phase in 
80% payroll and 20% experience.  Mr. Bauer stated that he can handle this as stated.  Mr. Silcox stated 
that one of the things he wants to consider in the next step is somehow we have to consider exposure.  Ms. 
Bommer stated that she agrees.  Mr. Silcox stated that he does not think you can take the recorder’s office 
that has almost no exposure vs. the sheriff who has a lot of exposure.  Somehow we would have to look at 
the incident itself and was the incident something that was out of the person’s control vs. something that 
was in the person’s control.  If it was avoidable for some reason then the payback is going to be more. 
After further discussion Mr. Silcox stated that not only how you do the charge backs but what the results 
are is something that also needs to be looked at.  If it has reduced the claims by 100% charge backs then it 
has done what it is supposed to do.  It is agreed upon where they are going this year.  Mr. Silcox stated 
once again that he would like to see what other counties are doing and what the results are.   
 

At 10:30 a.m. Kathleen Schaffer, Treasurer, and Casey Herbst came before the board in regards to the Star 
Health Trust fund.  The fund was established around 2000 and it was Roland Tkach that established such 
fund as it was a way to make extra interest for the county.  Basically what it is the Auditor’s office makes a 
pay-in once a month for the insurance based on payroll then the Treasurer wires Med Mutual the funds 
from Star, but what is happening lately since the fund is so low that when they go to send the wire Star will 
call and say that we don’t have the funds available for this wire so they have been having to do so in small 
increments and every wire costs the county money.  Ms. Schaffer stated that she has discussed this with 
Mr. Tkach and Dennis Stieber and they would like to call back all the money from the Health Trust Fund 
and put it in the checking account and eliminate that middle man when they send their wires to Med 
Mutual because the account is not paying any interest.  The money is in the fund but the spreadsheet in 
their office has to match with the Star statements and a couple of times it has not matched.  Ms. Schaffer 
feels that it is due to the formula that Mr. Tkach figured out calculate the interest back and it is not worth 
the headache.  Mr. Silcox asked what Mr. Tkach thinks and Ms. Schaffer stated that he agrees that maybe 
we should just go and do away with the Health Trust account.  Mr. Silcox asked if this is because the 
balance in the health trust is where it is at.  Ms. Schaffer answered yes.  Mr. Silcox asked if it were back 
and interest rates changed would it be a benefit to us.  Ms. Schaffer stated that it would.  Ms. Schaffer 
stated that the fund has the money in it but it is the Star account is what they are concerned with and they 
just operate off a spreadsheet in their office.  Ms. Schaffer also stated that this is something that they could 
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reestablish and open again if the interest is going to be worth their while.   Ms. Kasper asked if the problem 
is that the trust fund is so low or is it because the interest rate is so low.  Ms. Schaffer stated that the 
problem is that the trust fund is so low. Ms. Schaffer stated that the fund is still there they are just 
eliminating Star with wiring back and forth.  Larry Silcox stated that he would like some input from the 
Auditor before making a decision.  Ms. Schaffer stated that he had told her after looking at the situation 
that maybe she should eliminate this step.  Mr. Silcox will discuss with Mr. Tkach.   
Ms. Schaffer stated that she has a couple of other things to discuss and stated that they had talked at the 
fair about bringing someone in to manage to investment portfolio and Productive Capital Management is 
going to do that and further stated that for her next investment board meeting she has an agreement for Tri 
State Bank agreement for deposit of public funds. The other thing is that an account has been opened at 
Citizens Bank.   

 

Assistant Prosecutor’s Report 

Ms. Kasper reviewed the farm lease agreements and after discussion it was decided that the airport 
property would be bid as one farm with the exception of 601 farm.   
 
Ms. Kasper also stated that she is working on the Megs ditch and hasn’t been able to find where she saw 
the six years and will look further into this situation.  Ms. Kasper also stated that she has been working on 
the South Norwalk Road Park land swap with Mike Bick.   
 

Other business cont. 

 
Mr. Bauer reported on the CCAO Agriculture Committee meeting that he attended. 
 

At 11:13 a.m.  Joe Hintz moved to enter into executive Sessions ORC 121.22 (G) (1) to consider the 

appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or compensation of a public 
employee or official, or the investigation of charges or complaints against a public employee, official, 

licensee, or regulated individual; ORC 121.22 (G) (4) preparation for, conducting, or reviewing 
negotiations or bargaining sessions for public employees, concerning employee compensation or other 
terms and conditions of employment.  Larry J. Silcox seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its 
adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 
       Aye – Joe Hintz 
       Aye – Larry J. Silcox 
 

At 11:51 a.m. the board recessed 
 

At 11:58 a.m. executive session resumed. 
 

At 12:05 a.m.  Larry J. Silcox moved to Executive Sessions ORC 121.22 (G) (1) and ORC 121.22 (G) (4). 
Joe Hintz seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 
       Aye – Joe Hintz 
       Aye – Larry J. Silcox 
* no action taken. 
 
12-251 

  
IN THE MATTER OF APPROVAL OF PARTICIPATION IN THE CCAO’S GROUPRETROSPECTIVE 

RATING PROGRAM FOR WORKERS’ COMPENSATION 

 
Larry J. Silcox moved the adoption of the following resolution:  
 

WHEREAS, based on the initial underwriting review it has been determined that Huron County continues 
to be eligible for Group Retrospective Rating and has been invited to participate in the County 
Commissioners’ Association of Ohio 2013 Workers’ Compensation Group Retrospective Rating Program , 
 and 

 WHEREAS, this Retrospective Group Rating Program presents the best option for savings in the cost of 
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Workers’ Compensation premiums for Huron County at the present time,                       now therefore        
                 now therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Huron County Board of Commissioners hereby accepts CCAO’s invitation to 
continue to participate in the County Commissioners’ Association of Ohio 2013 Workers’ Compensation 
Group Retrospective Rating Program;                                                                                                and further   
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Huron County Board of Commissioners hereby approve membership in CCAO’s 
Group Retrospective Rating Program effective January 1, 2013,                                                        and further 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 
Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio, relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 
to the public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 
                                              
Joe Hintz seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 
       Aye – Joe Hintz 
       Aye – Larry J. Silcox 
* Agreement on file. 
 

At 12:19 a.m.  Larry J. Silcox moved to adjourn.  Joe Hintz seconded the motion.  The meeting stood 
adjourned. 
 

IN THE MATTER OF OPEN SESSION 

 
The Huron County Commissioners hereby attest that all actions and deliberations of the Board legally 
required to be public were conducted in an open session on this date and that the foregoing minutes 
represent the official action of the Board. 
 

IN THE MATTER OF CERTIFICATION 
 
The Clerk to the Board does hereby attest that the foregoing is a true and correct record of all actions taken 
by the Board of Huron County Commissioners on September 18, 2012.                
 

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNING 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.  With no further business to come before the Board, the 
meeting was adjourned at 12:19 p.m.    
 
 

Signatures on File 

 


