
REGULAR SESSION TUESDAY MARCH 4, 2008 

The Board of Huron County Commissioners met this date in Regular Session.  Roll being called found the 

following members present: Mike Adelman, Gary W. Bauer, Ralph A. Fegley.  

 

Pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 305.14 the Record of the Proceedings of the February 28, 2008      

meeting(s) were presented to the Board. Ralph A. Fegley made the motion to waive the reading of the 

minutes of the February 28, 2008 meeting(s) and approve as presented. Gary W. Bauer seconded the 

motion. Voting was as follows: 

       Aye – Mike Adelman 

       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 

       Aye – Ralph A. Fegley 

 

08-072 

  

IN THE MATTER OF CERTIFYING CLAIMS SCHEDULES TO THE HURON COUNTY 

AUDITOR FOR PAYMENT: 

 

Gary W. Bauer moved the adoption of the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, as per Ohio Revised Code 305.10, a resolution must be made by the Board of Huron County 

Commissioners to accompany the Claims Schedule to the Huron County Auditor’s Office for payment;  

 now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Huron County Commissioners does hereby approve Claim 

Schedule C 08-07 and authorize the Huron County Auditor to make the necessary warrants; and further  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 

Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 

to the public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 

Revised Code. 

 

Ralph A. Fegley seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as 

follows: 

       Aye – Mike Adelman 

       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 

       Aye – Ralph A. Fegley 
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08-073 

 

IN THE MATTER OF LETTING BIDS FOR THE APPLICATION OF HOT MIX ASPHALT IN 

HURON COUNTY 

 

Ralph A. Fegley moved the adoption of the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the Huron County Engineer has requested approval for seeking bids for resurfacing various 

roads with hot mix type asphaltic cement;                       and 

 

WHEREAS, notice of this must be placed in a newspaper of general circulation, pursuant to Section 

307.86 of the Ohio Revised Code;                               now   therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners does hereby approve of letting bids for the 

resurfacing of various roads in Huron County, Ohio;                        and further 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that notice of this will be placed in a newspaper of general circulation on Friday, 

March 7th, 2008 and this notice can also be located on the County’s website at 

http://www.hccommissioners.com (click on legal notice button) and bids will be opened on Friday, 

March 21st, 2008 at 9:30 a.m.;                                               and further 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 

Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 

to the public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 

Revised Code. 

 

Gary W. Bauer seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 

 

       Aye – Mike Adelman 

       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 

       Aye – Ralph A. Fegley 

 

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 

Notice is hereby given that separate, sealed bids will be received by the Huron County Board of 

Commissioners at 180 Milan Avenue, Norwalk, Ohio 44857 on Friday, March 21st at 9:30 a.m. when bids 

will be opened for: THE APPLICATION OF HOT MIX ASPHALT – VARIOUS ROADS IN 

HURON COUNTY. 

 

Bids must be made on a Standard Proposal Form in the manner designated therein and must be enclosed in 

a sealed envelope, bearing the name and address of the bidder and the name of the item bid on the outside 

of the envelope. 

Bids may be hand delivered, at the place specified above, on or before the hour named.  The County will 

not assume responsibility for bids forwarded by mail and no bid will be accepted after the hour specified.  

Consideration of the bid may be reserved for a period of ten (10) days before award of contract is made. 

Bids will be subject to the Specifications, General Requirements and the General Terms and Conditions as 

set forth by the County Engineer for bidding, which are on file at the office of the Huron County Engineer, 

150 Jefferson Street, Norwalk, Ohio where copies of the Standard Proposal Form may be obtained upon 

request in person and this notice can also be located on the County’s website at 

http://www.hccommissioners.com (click on legal notice button) . 

Bids must be accompanied by a certified check, cashier’s check or letter of credit drawn to the order of the 

County Treasurer, or a bid bond with a company satisfactory to the Board, for the amount specified in the 

bid packet, pursuant to the provisions of Section 307.88 of the Ohio Revised Code.  Bids may be rejected 

if all required papers are not returned with the bid proposal.  

http://www.hccommissioners.com/
http://www.hccommissioners.com/


REGULAR SESSION TUESDAY MARCH 4, 2008 

Bidders are required to comply with all requirements of applicable laws of the State of Ohio. 

The Board of Huron County Commissioners reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to waive any 

irregularities of informalities in the bidding and to award the bid or bids on the basis of the lowest or most 

responsive bid or bids as it deems to be in the best interest of the County of Huron, Ohio. 

 

IN THE MATTER OF PROCLAMATION 

 

WHEREAS, high school athletic programs throughout the Huron County schools do much to 
promote our youth;  and  
 
WHEREAS, such programs have produced championship teams and individuals in which all 
residents of the county may take much pride; and 
 
WHEREAS, these teams and individual achievements shall not go unheralded in the public eye; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Huron County Commissioners do desire to recognize several area wrestlers for 
their achievements at the state level of competition:  
  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED; that the Board of Huron County Commissioners hereby 
honors and commends the wrestlers listed below: 

 

 

Bellevue Dawson Riedy Division II     140 lbs. CHAMPION 
Monroeville Hunter Stieber Division III 103 lbs. CHAMPION 
 Cam Tessari Division III 112 lbs. CHAMPION 
 Logan Stieber Division III 119 lbs. CHAMPION 
 Chris Phillips Division III 171 lbs. CHAMPION 
New London Bret Essenmacher Division III 130 lbs. Qualifier 
Norwalk St. Paul Chris Doughty Division III 285 lbs. Qualifier 
South Central Payton Oney Division III 119 lbs. 6th Place 
 Nick Hamilton Division III 285 lbs. Qualifier 
Western Reserve J.J. Boyce Division III 171 lbs. Qualifier 
 
for their achievements and wish them the very  best of luck in all their future endeavors;  
 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF 
We have hereunto subscribed our names this 4th day of March in the year of our Lord, Two 
Thousand Eight. 
 
HURON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Mike Adelman, Gary W. Bauer, Ralph A. Fegley  
 
IN THE MATTER OF TRAVEL 

 

Gary W. Bauer moved to approve the following travel request this day.  Ralph A. Fegley seconded the 

motion.  The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows. 
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       Aye – Mike Adelman 

       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 

       Aye – Ralph A. Fegley 

 

Bill Ommert, EMA, on March 31, 2008 – April 2, 2008, to Columbus, Ohio, for EMA Spring conference. 

Gary W. Bauer, Commissioner, on March 21, 2008, to Columbus, Ohio, for CCAO mtg. 

Ralph A. Fegley, Commissioner, on March 12, 2008, to Columbus, Ohio, for CORSA mtg, Sue Bommer / 

HR Director to attend as well. 

 
 

IN THE MATTER OF REQUEST FOR LEAVE 

Bill Ommert/EMA/vacation/8:00 a.m. March 21, 2008 – 4:30 p.m. March 28, 2008. 

Richard O’Grady/Dog Warden/3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. February 28, 2008. 

Vickie Ziemba/Commissioners/sick/8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon March 19, 2008. 

Royal Chisholm/Buildings & Grounds/sick/11:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. February 28, 2008.   

 

Administrator/Clerk Report 

 

IN THE MATTER OF PETITION FOR ANNEXATION 

Norwalk Township to Norwalk city.  4.2914 acres  
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OTHER BUSINESS 

Gary Bauer stated that he had received a call from a senior citizen that uses the senior center and she stated 

that she does not think they need a new facility. 

 

Ralph stated that he has been on the phone a couple of times with Bat Recker, Poggemeyer Design Group 

in regards to the heat balancing issues.  A couple of areas were not on the controls and are now being put 

on the controls.  Mr. Fegley explained a couple of other issues as well.  Yesterday they had trouble figuring 

out why they couldn’t shut the valves off on the registers that are in the courtroom, and they found out that 

somewhere along the line and to find out it is over in the junction box which is a line that goes from the 

main courtroom up to the third floor and across and back down and over in the area near the Clerk of 

Courts office is where the junction box is, someone had cut half of the wiring.  In another words there are 

four lines and two of the lines were cut.  When the heat came on the registers in the main courtroom were 

always calling for heat.  Mr. Fegley also discussed the exhaust fans and how they should work.  Two 

things that they are waiting for is a estimate of what it would take to put an extension into the Clerk of 

Court’s main room for distribution and should be receiving that from Mr. Recker and will have to take a 

look at that cost and the asbestos of the panels.   

 

Mr. Fegley stated that he has the file for the commercial inspection and asked where do we go from here?  

Mr. Bauer stated that Mr. Fegley will need to talk to Brian Humphress along with Jim Wiedenheft, HCDC 

Director.  Mr. Fegley stated that he believes that we need someone that lives in the county doing the 

inspections and knows that many townships already have inspectors.   Mr. Fegley will contract Mr. 

Humphress in this matter.  Mr. Fegley discussed the storm water plan for Shady Lane, and stated that we 

need to move on with that and try to get it taken care of.  Mr. Fegley stated that it wouldn’t be that much of 

a job to put a storm water line around the back of that building and run it out front to the drain that goes to 

the creek.  Next topic was in regards to the grinder and Mr. Fegley stated that the city of Norwalk told him 

that they could not put it in their system.   

 

At 9:30 a.m. no public comment. 

 

Mike Adelman reported that he had met yesterday with Roland Tkach, Auditor as he had concerns that he 

told us about last week with his interim estimate since the revenues are not meeting that expectation or if it 

continues this trend it would not meet the expectations.  Mr. Adelman stated that they met to talk about 

reducing his estimate for 2008 and what we are looking at here is to decrease the general fund budget by 

2.4% from what it would have been for 2007, which was $15,533,000 and the auditor wants to set his 

estimate now at $15,150,000, so what we are looking to do is decrease the general fund budget by 

$385,400.  After this discussion they reviewed areas where the reductions could be made.  Some of the 

areas would include the insurance line because we have caught a break in the health insurance because of 

our past experiences on claims for the past two years.  We have an increase there that is very negligible so 

we can reduce what we had originally appropriated to that line, by about $300,000 and then we could also 

reduce the appropriation in the transfer out line because we reviewed the bond payments that come from 

that and we should be able to reduce that line as well, and then keep in mind that we have some funds that 

were issued through bonds in 2003 and if need be we can use that that pay down the debt.  After making 

these reductions the auditor was comfortable with this and this should put us on track to pass the final 

budget on March 11, 2008.  Mr. Fegley asked about the Buildings & Grounds budget with a reduction of 

about $78,000 due to the two custodians that the Department of Job and Family Services are paying for.    

Discussion was had in regards to the half time person in the Commissioners’ office.  Mr. Fegley stated that 

he feels that the position should be filled as to manage this office.  The board is in agreement that this 

position is needed but would like to review and think about such position.  Mr. Fegley stated that he 

strongly feels that we need this person.  Mr. Adelman stated that they had eliminated the County 

Administrator position which was a saving on the budget, and also did not replace the accounting clerk, 

and basically cut the office staff in half.  Mr. Bauer stated that as far as the changes are concerned with the 

budget he didn’t see any other way to go, but in regards to the half time receptionist in the office, feels that 

there is no question this position is needed, but is a little reluctant, but knows that the office needs this help 

especially when calling in and the answering machine kicks in it is frustrating to residents calling in, but 

hesitates to go ahead with this but also knows that we need the help.  Mr. Adelman stated that we could 

think about this and decide later. The board agreed to make a decision on this Thursday.  Mr. Fegley stated 

that we could have $20,000 tied up in the storm water drains at Shady Lane and asked where these funds 

would come from, and it was decided that these funds would come from contingencies.   

 

Mr. Adelman reviewed the Ohio Revised Code 709.03 in regards to regular annexations with a hearing.  
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Mr. Adelman stated that looking at the points in which the board is to consider on this annexation petition 

number 1 being that the petition meets all the requirements set forth in and was filed in the matter provided 

in which has been established that this was done.  Number 2 the persons signing the petition are owners of 

real estate located in the territory proposed to be annexed and as of the time the petition was filed with the 

county commissioners the number of valid signatures on the petition constituted a majority of the owners 

of the real estate in that territory, and this was established to also be true.  Number 3 the municipal 

corporation to which the territory is proposed to be annexed has complied with division D of section 

709.03.  Mr. Bauer stated that we did not receive all of that until after the first day of the hearing after the 

point was raised at the first day of the hearing, and we have never received what they are going to supply 

water and sewer down Route #4 and down Section Line 30 they have not addressed either of those.  Ms. 

Kasper stated that the letter received in regards to the time line said that they will provide all city utilities 

upon annexation so which was pretty broad.  Mr. Bauer stated that they obviously are not going to do that 

upon annexation.  Ms. Kasper stated that it was clarified at the hearing, that the new law states the 

approximate date, so after that first day of the hearing they gave a more detailed explanation of the services 

at least down Route #20 to Route #4, but did not address the rest of the territory.  Ms. Kasper stated that 

she thinks that even though their letter may leave the board with some questions she feels that they have 

complied with this requirement.  Mr. Bauer stated that he feels if we approve it the township will appeal on 

that one issue.  Mr. Adelman continued with number 4, the territory proposed to be annexed is not 

unreasonable large, and that is a point for consideration, since it is 401 acres.  Ms. Kasper stated that under 

this element it is not just the size it is the shape, so if along Route #20 if it seems to be reasonable then that 

would be a point that it is not unreasonably large.  If it is a reasonable shape or location, and also the 

degree to which it is attached to the municipality.  Some times it is found to be unreasonably large if there 

is a small point where it is contiguous and there is a large portion outside of that.  If there seems to be 

sufficient connection to the city then it would weigh on the side of it is not unreasonably large.  Number 5 

addresses whether it is unbalanced the general good of the territory proposed to be annexed will be served 

and the benefits to the territory proposed to be annexed in the surrounding area will out weigh the 

detriments to the territory proposed to be annexed and the surrounding area if the annexation petition is 

granted.  Number 6 no street or highway will be divided or segmented by the boundary line between the 

township and the municipal corporation as to create a road maintenance problem or if a street or highway 

will be so divided or segmented the municipal corporation has agreed as a condition of the annexation that 

it will assume the maintenance of that street or highway.  Mr. Adelman stated that he did not believe that 

there is any problem with that.  After further review the board will act on this petition on Thursday, March 

6, 2008. 

 

Gary Bauer discussed the budget once again and stated that when we consolidated the custodial 

management to Pete Welch, SWD Coordinator, we moved Jerry Huffman to the jail, and moved the jail 

custodian to Shady Lane Complex filling a spot that was open, so we had a net loss of one, and then when 

Danny Wilson retired he was never replaced so we are a net two custodians over the past four years.  Plus 

we are down a county administrator, plus we are down the accounting clerk, plus we are down the half 

time volunteer, which didn’t cost the county and then we hired half Human Resources, so the 

commissioners are a net 3 and one half which doesn’t count the volunteer over the past four years.  Mr. 

Bauer stated that he is just looking at the things that we have done.  Mr. Adelman stated yes there has been 

staff reductions made to meet the budget.  Mr. Adelman stated that this makes the point that we are not 

over staffed in a stretch of the imagination.  

 

At 10:00 a.m.  Pete Welch, Maintenance Supervisor, came before the board in regards to trash bins and 

stated that the bins will cost $518.00 which is 2 cubic yards, 36 inches high so the guys don’t have to 

climb into them.  Mr. Welch stated that he needs five of these which would be a total $2,500. The BFI 

quote was a little over $1,400.00 per month to rent and have them pick up the trash.  Mr. Welch stated that 

option was do we want to put our own trash bins out and have one of our guys go around and pick up trash 

and the benefit being to retire some of the vehicles from the fleet.  Mr. Fegley asked if the Solid Waste 

District would pick up the cost of these bins.  Mr. Welch stated that he can pick up half the cost.   

 

Ralph A. Fegley moved to approve the purchase of 5 bins at a cost of $518.00 per bin and the cost will 

be shared with the Solid Waste District half and half.  Gary W. Bauer seconded the motion.  The roll 

being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 

 

       Aye – Mike Adelman  

       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 

       Aye – Ralph A. Fegley 
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Mr. Welch stated that he had talked with Bart Recker and the heating system is not balanced as of yet.  

 

Mr. Welch, Solid Waste District Coordinator discussed the 2008 revenue  for the landfill and stated that it 

will be short $55,270, if the following measurers are implemented:  The board will review and have their 

decision by Thursday, March 6, 2008. 

 
At 10:30 a.m. Jim Wiedenheft, HCDC introduced David Conwill, who is managing the growth at 

Norwalk Commons, Mayor Sue Lesch, city of Norwalk and Betheny Dentler, Norwalk Development 

Council and explained what the annexation will do for the county.  Explained what is going to be moving 

in this area.    

Mr. Bauer asked what the time frame is for the restaurants and Mr. Conwill stated that construction will 

start this summer with them opening in the fall. Mr. Adelman asked about the location of the restaurants 

and Mr. Conwill explained the locations.   

 

At 10:35 a.m. Ralph A. Fegley moved to enter into Executive Session ORC 121.22 (G) (1) to consider the 

appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or compensation of a public 

employee or official, or the investigation of charges or complaints against a public employee, official, 

licensee, or regulated individual. Gary W. Bauer seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its 

adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 

 

       Aye – Mike Adelman 

       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 

       Aye – Ralph A. Fegley 

 

At 10:56 a.m.   Gary W. Bauer moved to end executive session ORC 121.22 (G) (1).  Ralph A. Fegley 

seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 

 

       Aye – Mike Adelman 

       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 

       Aye – Ralph A. Fegley 

*No action taken. 

 

 

Discussion was had in regards to setting up appointments for all department heads that report to the 

commissioners.  The board agreed to set these appointments for twice a year.   

 

At 11:00 a.m.  Gary W. Bauer moved to adjourn.  Ralph A. Fegley seconded the motion.  The meeting 

stood adjourned. 

 

IN THE MATTER OF OPEN SESSION 
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The Huron County Commissioners hereby attest that all actions and deliberations of the Board legally 

required to be public were conducted in an open session on this date and that the foregoing minutes 

represent the official action of the Board. 

 

IN THE MATTER OF CERTIFICATION 

 

The Clerk to the Board does hereby attest that the foregoing is a true and correct record of all actions taken 

by the Board of Huron County Commissioners on March 4, 2008.              

 

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNING 

 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.  With no further business to come before the Board, the 

meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m.    

 

 

 

Signatures on File.  

 


